for, L2ers outperform late L1 learners in a number of respects. In addition, native signers acquiring (written) L2 English perform like hearing learners in demonstrating considerable success in L2 acquisition, in contrast to late L1 acquirers learning an L2. In other words, as these researchers have demonstrated, a crucial predictor of L2 success is timing of L1 acquisition.
A central issue that faces both the exercise and the maturational approaches is how to define successful outcomes, how to determine the nature of ultimate attainment. In the literature on age effects in L2, it is usually taken for granted that success is to be defined in terms of convergence on the L2 grammar (or 'target' language); hence, monolingual native speakers provide the comparison group. Typically, researchers have picked a number of linguistic phenomena and have compared the performance of L2ers to native speakers, showing that L2ers either do or do not converge on native speaker performance on the chosen properties. Failure to converge is taken to indicate some kind of deficiency in the L2ers' ultimate attainment.
However, it is important to bear in mind that the acquisition task involves coming up with a linguistic system that allows the learner to use the L2 (in comprehension and production). The task is NOT to arrive at a grammar identical to that of a native speaker. As a number of researchers have pointed out, comparing L2ers to monolingual native speakers is not necessarily the most appropriate way to establish their unconscious knowledge of the L2 or the nature of their ultimate attainment. Rather, the linguistic systems achieved by L2ers need to be considered in their own right (e.g., Bley-Vroman, 1983; Cook, 1997) . While interlanguage grammars may differ from those of native speakers, this does not make them defective or any less systematic than a native speaker grammar. One interesting possibility, then, which the exercise hypothesis allows one to entertain, is that late acquired L1s are indeed in some sense Defining L2 success defective (or INCOMPLETE, a term sometimes used in the context of heritage language acquisition (e.g., Montrul, 2006) ) whereas late acquired L2s are not. Constructing a complex linguistic system may not be possible in late L1 acquisition but it certainly is possible in late L2.
